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BENGALI. 

Monthly. 
‘¢ Bharat Shramajivi’’ _.. 
‘¢Gramvarta Prakashika ”’ 
Fortnightly. 


‘¢ Sansodhini”’ 
‘¢ Purva Pratidhwani’”’ 
“ Rajshahye Samvad ” 


Weekly. 
‘Ananda Bazar Patrika ”’ 
* Arya Darpan ’ 


‘¢ Bharat Mihir” 
‘¢ Bengal Advertiser” 


| “ Bardwadn Sanjivani”’ 


‘¢ Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘¢ Education Gazette” 

‘‘ Hindu Ranjyika”’ Gs 
s Murshidabad Patrik&’’ .. 
‘¢Murshidab&éd Pratinidhi ” 
‘¢ Navavibhakar”’ ja 
‘¢ Paridarshak ”’ 

‘¢ Pratikaér”’ 

“ Rangpore | Dik Prakash” 
‘¢ Sadharani”’ oe 
‘‘ Sahachar”’ 

** Som Prakash ”’ 

‘¢ Sulabha Samachar’”’ 


| “ Srihatta Prakash ”’ 


‘¢ Tripurd Vartavaha ”’ 
Daily. 
‘¢ Samvad Prabhakar” 


‘‘Samvad Parnachandrodaya”’ 


‘‘ Samachar Chandrika’”’ 

‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakdshiké’’ 
‘6 Prabhati’”’ 

‘‘ Samachar Sudh4ébarsan ”’ 


ENGLISH aND URDU. 


Weekly. 
‘Urdu Guide”’ an 
Hinp1. 
Weekly. 

‘‘ Behar Bandhu”’ 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ 
‘‘ Sar Sudhdnidhi ”’ oe 
‘*Uchit Bakta” om 
PERsriax. 
Weekly. 
 Jam-Jahan-numa ”’ 
Urpv. 
Q Weekly. 
“Tijarut-ul-Akhbér” _... 
 ASSAMESE. 
M ee 
** Assam Vildsini”’ | 


... | Calcutta 
. | Comercolly 


... | Chittagong 


Ditto 


... | Rajshahye 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Burdwan 


Dacca 
Hooghly 


= oa, Réjehshye... 


Berhampore 
Ditto 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Berhampore 


Kukinia, Rangpore a 


Chinsurah 
Calcutta 


Changripotté,24-Perghs, 


Calcutta 
Sylhet 


Commillah 
Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


... | Bankipore, Patna 
... 4 Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Sibsagar 


Kartik, 1287, B.S. 


29th December 1880. 


27th ditto. 
31st ditto. 


128th ditto. 
| 28th Dec. 1880 and 4th Jan. 1881. 


2nd Jan 881. 
31st 1880. 
29th Dec. 1880 and 5th Jan. 1881. 


24th December 1880. 
27th ditto. . 
26th ditto. 

24th ditto. 


| 30th ditto. 


2nd January 1881. 
ta rene ia 
lst emaitto. to 
27th December 1880. 
ist January 1881. 


29th to 3lst December 1880, and 3rd 
and 4th January 1881. 
ist to 7th J anuary 1881. 
8rdto6th ditto. 
4th January 1881. 
6th and 7th January 1881. 


ist January 1881. 


| 30th December 1880. 


8rd January 1881. 


| 31st December 1880. 
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PoLiticaL. 


The Sahachar, of the 27th December, remarks, in reference to the 
state of affairs in Ireland, and the attitude 
of the English nation and ministry to the 
Trish land question, that peace will not be restored until both landlords 
and tenants grow more moderate in their demands. The wild Irish will 
not submit so long as the English landlords persist in treating them as 
a conquered people. The Editor does not approve of the proposal to 
adopt coercive measures in Ireland. The people there have risen against 
their oppressors, and will assume a pacific attitude only when the oppres- 
sions cease. It is difficult to see why this should not be so clear to the 
British statesmen, who are eager to enhance the prestige of the nation. 

2. The Bhdrut Mihir, of the 28th December, writes a long article 
in reply to the question raised by 
Mr. Grant Allen, as to whether England 
should continue to retain the possession of India. The Hditor answers, one 
by one, the arguments employed by Mr. Allen. India has given England 
more than she has received from her. The large amount of English 
capital sunk in India, the Indian commerce, and the military prestige 


The state of Ireland. 


Is India worth keeping P 


which the possession of India has conferred upon the British nation, are then 


referred to. : 


Pusuic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. We have received, for the first time, a copy of the Paridarshak, 
a weekly paper, published at Sylhet. The 
Kditor thus comments on the practice. of 
flogging convicts—a subject on which Government is said to be now 
engaged in collecting the views of high officials :—We consider the inflic- 
tion of flogging to be a practice which is wholly unworthy of a civilized 
Government, and hold that even the most rigorous imprisonment is a hundred 
times better than this. Flogging has been abolished by all civilized Govern- 
ments. It is not in force in England. Why, then, should this barbarous 
practice be permitted to continue in this country ? We learn with regret that 
our Deputy Commissioner has not candidly expressed his opinion on the 
matter; and, in stating his views, is said to have been guided by deep 
634 (sic.). He, it would seem, is opposed to the abolition of flogging from 
ndia, and yet has not had the courage, in this latter part of the nineteenth 
century, to openly advocate its continuance. It is thus that his observa- 
tions have come to lack candour. Now we are well aware that Mr. Johnson 
is an advocate of flogging; and the cruel way in which he causes the 
convicts to be flogged is really such as to make one ashamed. This office 
being close to the court-house, we are doomed to frequently hear the heart- 
rending cries of wretches undergoing the punishment. 

4. The same paper remarks:—It would really seem as though some 

i 2 ms eattones Examination of evil star had cast its influence over the last 
a Serene Entrance Examination. The mismanagement 
that has characterized it has been such as was never known before.: Owing 
to the carelessness of the officers charged with the duty, the paper con- 
taining the questions on geography had not been sent here at all, and this 
occasioned considerable inconvenience. A guard at Dhoobree, where both 
the Entrance and the Minor Scholarship Examinations were held, through 
mistake, sent the answers to the questions on surveying, written by the 
minor examination candidates, to the Registrar of the Calcutta Uni- 


versity, and the answers to the geometrical questions to the Examiner in 
Surveying. | 


The flogging of convicts. 
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5. The same paper contains a long article on Mr. Moseley, the 
Magistrate of Moorshedabad, and _ his recent 
| misunderstanding with Babu Atul Chandra 
Chatterjee, Sub-divisional Officer of Jungypore. The Editor urges upon 
Government the extreme necessity of inflicting condign punishment on 
officers guilty of such high-handed proceedings as Mr. Moseley. Mere 
censure or stoppage of promotion for a few months will not meet the 
requirements of the case. At the same time the Deputy Magistrate has 
sionally shown his unfitness forthe post he holds. A judicial officer who, 
for fear of incurring the displeasure of his official superior, could act 
contrary to what he believed to be right, does not deserve any sympathy, and 
the sooner such officers are punished, the better. | 

6. A correspondent of the same paper remarks that the progress in 
the study of the vernaculars in Assam is 
being much impeded by the system now in 
force of teaching one language in the pathshalas, or the primary schools, 
and another in the sudder Bengali schools, one of which is found in every 
important town and village. At the pathshalas the pupils are taught 
Assamese ; but when they proceed to the sudder Bengali schools to prosecute 
their further studies, they have to learn Bengali. ‘'hus they are obliged 
to commence the study of a new language. In spite of the fact that both 
languages possess the same alphabet, the difference in the pronunciation of 
words in the two dialects is so great that the pupils find it necessary to 
unlearn all they acquired in the pathshalas. The writer therefore suggests 
that the language taught at the pathshalas and the sudder schools should be 
one and the same, and this should be either Assamese or Bengali. Another 
reason why education is not making much progress in Assam is to be found 
in the selection of subjects and text-books for the study of the pupils, which 
are not at all suited to their capacities. Thus no earthly good could 
possibly result from making them learn by rote the axioms of political 
economy, or the terms employed in chemistry or botany. 

7. The Srihatta Prakash, of the 27th December, asks Sir Ashley Eden 
to inflict condign punishment on Mr. Moseley. 
By doing this His Honor will earn the 


~ Mr. Moseley. 


Education in Assam. 


Mr. Moseley. 


oratitude of the people. 

8. A correspondent of the same paper dwells on the arbitrary 
manner in which the examinations of 
pupils are conducted in Assam. Clerks in 
the Inspector’s office—men whose only recom- 
mendation for the office would seem to be the fact that they are acquainted 
with the routine business of their office—are often selected as examiners. 
One person, again, is appointed examiner in more than one subject. At the 
last examination of the pupils of the Normal School at Sibsaugor, great 
injustice was done to Babu Prasanna Kumar Acharijya, pundit of the zillah 
school, who had been at first selected examiner, and had accordingly drawn 
up a paper on Bengali literature. -On asking 
should be sent to his address, at his native village, whither he meant to 
repair during the holidays, he was told that this could not be done, and 
that another had been selected examiner in his place. 

9. The Navavibhdkar, of the 27th December, contains an article 
headed ‘ The trade with India in piece-goods 
is causing a deterioration in the morals of 
7 the British nation.” The Editor commences by 
Saying that, in adducing reasons for giving up India, Mr. Grant Allen would 
seem to have lost sight of an important argument. Those that he really 
did adduce are all worthless : the one that he omitted possesses considerable 


_ How examinations are conducted 
in Assam. 


_The cotton duties and the commer- 
cial morality of Manchester. 
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December 26th, 1880. 
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NaVAVIBHAKAR, 
December 27th, 1880. 


SAVAVIBHAKAB. 
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force, namely, that the British nation, owing to its connection with India, 
is daily losing its moral qualities. The honesty, frankness, love of liberty, 
sense of duty, and generous sympathy, which have made the. nation the most 
advanced people in the world, which have enabled it to achieve the aboli- 
tion of slavery and the independence of Greece, and still urge it to make 
unremitting efforts on behalf of the oppressed Christians in Turkey, are 
gradually disappearing from its midst. If Mr. Allen had argued that the 
country, contact with which was leading to so much moral decadence, should 
be given up by the British nation, his argument would not have appeared 
unreasonable. The Europeans in India, whether civilian officers of 
Government or indigo-planters, grow tyrannical, because the people are 
so weak and unresisting. India, again, offers such a wide field for the 
acquisition of wealth that many Englishmen are attracted towards it 
solely to this end. Now these men are not very scrupulous as to the means 
they employ to gain their ends. Even those who carry on a trade with this 
country, without actually residing in it, are gradually losing their once high 
moral character. Thus India has become the means of inflicting a great 
injury upon England. ‘The Editor then proceeds to refer to the correspon- 
dence which has recently taken place between the Lieutenant-Governor 
and the Government of India as to the exemption of certain class of 
Manchester piece-goods from liability to pay customs duties, and the action 
of the Customs Collector in reference thereto. The decision of the 
Lieutenant-Governor is fully approved of, and the writer is not surprised 
to find that Sir John Strachey, before whom, as President of the Council, 
the appeal of the merchants concerned came on for consideration, should 
have expressed himself in their favour. It was to the exertions of Sir John 
that the remission of the cotton duties was due. The Customs Collector 
simply did his duty in imposing a fine upon the goods which, on examina- 
tion, had turned out to be other than what had been represented to him. 
It is now sought to absolve the importers from all blame by fastening 
it upon the manufacturers; but if the former are to be exempted from 
liability to pay the duty, simply because they had relied upon the assurances 
of the former, how is the duty on finer goods to be levied at all? The 
infliction of the fine, on the contrary, would serve as a warning to dishonest 
manufacturers. 

10. ‘The same paper remarks that Sir Stevart Bayley has acted wisely in 
ye directing a continuance of the study of Bengali 
a yhe study of Bengaliin the schools in the schools in Assam. According to the 
Editor, it would be a real gain to the cause of 
progress if the written and spoken language of Bengal, Assam, and 
Orissa, could gradually be made to become one and the same. There is 
in fact so little difference in the vocabulary of the three dialects that the 
task would not, after all, be really insuperable. The difference in the style 
of composition, and in the pronunciation of the words, could, by study, be 
gradually made to disappear. The reason why the Editor urges the 
adoption of Bengali as a common language in the three provinces is not 
because he is unduly partial to it, but because it possesses a literature the 

like of which is not found in the other dialects, Assamese and Uriya. 
11. The same paper remarks, in another article, that the utmost limit 
POR of taxation has been reached in India. In 


__. Sngland of course the incidence of taxation 
is much higher than in this country; but the people there are better off 


than the natives of India, and, as such, are better able to pay their share of 
taxes. The people of this country are saddled with a large number of 
imperial as well as local taxes, and they are not able to pay more. The 
utmost limit of taxation has been reached, and the patience of the people 


ate, 


exhausted. ‘The increase that has taken place in the number of direct 
taxes since the transfer of Government from the hands of the Company 
to those of the Queen has brought about a decadence in the condition of the 
eople. oe 
, 12. The same paper notices with gratification the views expressed 
, in the letter of the Bengal Government, to 
pinit Ashley Eden on the dratt Ment the British Indian Association, on the subject 
_ of the draft Rent Bill. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has furnished the public with sufficient indication of the nature 
of the amendments required. He has not accepted the draft Bull in its 
entirety, nor is he anxious to hurry it through the Council. After giving a 
summary of the observations contained in Mr. Mackenzie's letter, the 
writer exhorts the landholders to take in good part the reasonable sugges- 
tions of the Lieutenant-Governor, and be prepared to make with good grace 
concessions to their tenantry, which in time will doubtless have to be made. 

13. The Sahachar, of the 27th. December, contains a long article 

on Mr. Moseley of Moorshedabad, and remarks, 
in reference to his treatment of Babu Atul 
Chandra Chatterjee, Sub-divisional Officer of Jungypore, that the case calls 
for an energetic action on the part of the people. How long will Magis- 
trates be allowed to exercise an arbitrary authority on their subordinates ? 

14. In a letter to the same paper,- purporting to have = by 

i eal he _ the inhabitants of the villages under station 
pore district. ssiiecataste Pratapgun], lying on the east bank of the 
Kusi river, in the Bhagulpore district, the writers ask Government to transfer 
them to the Purneah district. These villages are at present placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Supul sub-division, of the Bhagulpore district. The 
sudder station is 80 miles, the sub-divisional head-quarters are 40 miles, 
and the police-station is 16 miles distant. In order to reach them the 
Kusi and numerous smaller streams have to be crossed. The former becomes 
a very rapid torrent during the rains, and the high rate of toll levied by 
ferrymen causes serious inconvenience. The inhabitants have frequent 
occasion to come to the police-station to report deaths and accidents. 
Under these circumstances they ask to be transferred to station Matidhari, 
under sub-division Basantapore, of the Purneah district. : 

15. The Ananda Lazar Patrika, of the 27th December, writes an 
article explaining the object and importance of 
the ensuing Census. In spite of the obstacles 
that stand in the way of obtaining correct statistics, such, for instance, as 
the distrust of the motives of Government, entertained by the ignorant, 
and the unscrupulessness of the officers charged with the duty, the Editor 
expects that the results obtained this time will be more reliable than those 
of the last Census. The asking of the co-operation of the rural punchayets 
has been wise. | | 

16. The same paper remarks that although Mr. Monro, the Commis- 

" _ -  gloner of the Presidency Division, is known 
Kishuaghe” °7¢ the epidemic in +) be a man of earnest and philanthropic 
disposition, and that, when in the mofussil, 

he always took an active part in promoting the good of the public, it is 
strange to find that the same man has appeared as an advocate of 
conflicting theories and opinions under successive Lieutenant-Governors. 
Mr. Monro, under Sir Ashley Eden, does not seem to be the man who 
answered to that name under Sir William Grey and Sir Richard Temple. 
The views of Sir Ashley Eden on certain important questions of adminis- 
tration, such as the excise revenue, the native press, the license-tax, the 
education of the people, the maintenance of hospitals, the construction of 
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roads, and the like, are widely at variance with those known to have been 
entertained by Mr. Monro at one time; and yet the latter has expressed his 
adhesion to all the opinions of the present Lieutenant-Governor. He has 
recently submitted a report on the epidemic which is now prevalent in the 
Nuddea district, and has remarked that it will abate as the cold season 
advances. Sir Ashley has, on the strength of this statement, refrained 
from taking any remedial measures. The Editor blames Mr. Monro for 
thus seeking to humour the Lieutenant-Governor at the expense of the public. 

17. The same paper publishes what he would have his readers believe 

| to be a letter written by Sir Ashley Eden to 

Gir Ashley Zoen. Lord Ripon. The Editor describes Sir 
Ashley Kden as informing the Viceroy of his influence over Lord Lytton, 
of his dislike of the late Lord Lawrence, of his hostility to the native 
newspapers, of his disapproval of the decision of the Government of 
India in the Chota Oodeypore case, and of his action in the matter of 
hospitals and the excise and stamp revenue in Bengal. 

The Bharat Mihir, of the 28th December, asks the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor to direct a searching enquiry to be made 
into the action of Mr. Moseley, the Magistrate 
of Moorshedabad, in the recent case of Tarini Charan Mozumdar, the lessee 
of a julkar in that district. The decision of the High Court was practi- 
cally set at naught by Mr. Moseley. 

J9. The same paper explains in an article 
the nature and object of a Census. ae 
20. A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the 31st: December, 
is glad to learn that Government is about to 
initiate legislation for the purpose of securing 
a proper administration of the funds belonging to religious institutions 
in India. He only hopes that the authorities will have the requisite 
patience and courage to see the measure completed. : 

21. The Zripura Varidvaha, of the 1st January, does not see the 
necessity of undertaking a fresh survey of the 
lands in the Chittagong district—a measure 
upon which Government is said to have set its heart. A fresh survey is not 
likely to reveal the existence of any extensive tracts of land which may 
have hitherto escaped the notice of the revenue officers. Nor have there 
been formed, during the time that has elapsed since the last survey was made, 
any extensive alluvial accretions by the action of the rivers. As Govern- 
ment may, however, be of a contrary opinion, and be willing to incur 
expenditure for the purpose of making a new survey, there would have been 
no need of referring to the subject were it not that a fresh survey would 
again let loose a number of corrupt ameens upon the poor people of this 
district, and lead to an increase of litigation and forgery. 

22. In an article on the retirement of Sir John Strachey, the Dacca 
Prakash, of the 2nd January, makes observa- 
tions similar to those noticed in paragraph 28 


Mr. Moseley. 


The approaching Census. 


A Religious Endowments Bill. 


A survey of lands in Chittagong. 


Sir Jobn Strachey. 


of our last report. 


23. The Sddhdrant, of the 2nd January, while commending the 
perseverance of the Manchester merchants in 


cai agitating for the repeal of the cotton duties, 
condemns their intense selfishness which is seeking to ruin the cloth-mills of 


Bombay, under colour of sympathy with the poor in India, But why should 
they, it may be asked, be so much troubled on account of the natives? 
Ihe cotton duties are really paid by the people of this country, and not by 
Manchester. What Manchester really wants is not, however, difficult to see. 
The Editor takes the occasion to remark that Lord Hartington’s reply to 


Manchester and the cotton duties. 
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the merchants, that the Government of India was not likely to entertain 
any proposal to re-impose the import duty on English piece-goods (a pro- 
posal which the deputation feared had been made by Sir Ashley Eden) was 
not such as could be made if the interests of this country were consulted. 
The present Secretary of State does not, after all, seem to be so impartial as 
it was thought he was. | 
94. The Som Prakash, of the 3rd January, does not see the necessity 


anenee of continuing the office of Press Commis- 
ee ee sioner. It is a costly institution, and the 
good reaped from it is not commensurate with the large outlay required for 
its maintenance. In fact, maintaining the Press Commissionership is much 
like keeping an elephant. It is an expensive luxury. The news supplied 
by the Press Commissioner is not generally of much value. If Govern- 
ment really desires to supply important information to the Press, it can do so 
through its Secretaries. As for the receipt of intelligence when any war is 
going on, the work is best done by special and independent correspondents. 
25. The same paper remarks that, if the draft Rent Bill be passed 
Sir Ashley Eden on the draft Rent into law, there will be a revolution caused in 
Bill. Bengal. The manner in which Government 
is seeking to foster tenant right is not likely to be effectual. A simple 
procedure for granting a fixity of rents would be far better than the 
present scheme. A Table of Rates to be prepared every ten years will be 
found unworkable in practice. The tenantry are not all quite so innocent 
creatures as they are supposed to be. There are many bad men among 


them. The Editor advocates the continuance of jurisdiction in rent-suits in 
the civil courts. 


26. The Urdu Guide, of the lst January, advocates the continuance 


a of the office of Press Commissioner. The 
The Press Commissioner. 


institution is one of great usefulness to the 


newspaper press of India, which sadly needs accurate and reliable informa- 
tion. | ; 


The Press Commissioner. 27. On the same subject the Sdr 


Sudhdnidha, of the 3rd January, makes simi- 
lar observations. 


28. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 4th January, writes a long article 


Mr. Moseley. on Mr. Moseley, the Magistrate of Moorshed- 


abad. The observations made by the writer 
are similar to those already noticed. 
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